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Median annual earnings of salaried musicians and singers were $36,290 in 2002. The middle 50 percent earned between $18,660 and $59,970. The lowest 10 percent earned less than $13,040, and the highest 10 percent earned more than $96,250. Median annual earnings were $43,060 in performing arts companies and $18,160 in religious organizations. 

Median annual earnings of salaried music directors and composers were $31,310 in 2002. The middle 50 percent earned between $23,820 and $46,350. The lowest 10 percent earned less than $14,590, and the highest 10 percent earned more than $67,330.
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Median annual earnings of computer applications software engineers who worked full time in 2002 were about $70,900. The middle 50 percent earned between $55,510 and $88,660. The lowest 10 percent earned less than $44,830, and the highest 10 percent earned more than $109,800. Median annual earnings in the industries employing the largest numbers of computer applications software engineers in 2002 were: 

	Software publishers
	$76,450 

	Navigational, measuring, electromedical, and control instruments manufacturing
	75,890

	Computer systems design and related services
	71,890

	Architectural, engineering, and related services
	70,090

	Management of companies and enterprises
	67,260


Median annual earnings of computer systems software engineers who worked full time in 2002 were about $74,040. The middle 50 percent earned between $58,500 and $91,160. The lowest 10 percent earned less than $45,890, and the highest 10 percent earned more than $111,600. Median annual earnings in the industries employing the largest numbers of computer systems software engineers in 2002 are shown below: 

	Scientific research and development services
	$82,270 

	Software publishers
	77,120

	Navigational, measuring, electromedical, and control instruments manufacturing
	76,200

	Computer systems design and related services
	73,460

	Wired telecommunications carriers
	68,510


According to the National Association of Colleges and Employers, starting salary offers for graduates with a bachelor’s degree in computer engineering averaged $51,343 in 2003, and those with a master’s degree averaged $64,200. Starting salary offers for graduates with a bachelor’s degree in computer science averaged $47,109. 

According to Robert Half International, starting salaries for software engineers in software development ranged from $64,250 to $97,000 in 2003. 

In addition to typical benefits, computer software engineers may be provided with profit sharing, stock options, and a company car with a mileage allowance. 
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Median hourly earnings of construction laborers in 2002 were $11.90. The middle 50 percent earned between $9.33 and $17.06. The lowest 10 percent earned less than $7.58, and the highest 10 percent earned more than $23.36. Median hourly earnings in the industries employing the largest number of construction laborers in 2002 were as follows: 

	Highway, street, and bridge construction
	$14.48

	Nonresidential building construction
	12.97

	Other specialty trade contractors
	12.35

	Foundation, structure, and building exterior contractors
	11.89

	Residential building construction
	11.42


Earnings for construction laborers can be reduced by poor weather or by downturns in construction activity, which sometimes result in layoffs. 

Apprentices or helpers usually start at about 50 percent of the wage rate paid to experienced workers. Pay increases as apprentices gain experience and learn new skills. 

Some laborers belong to the Laborers’ International Union of North America.

