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Tonight on Wide Angle: India

After fifty years of planning, India’s largest dam is about to come on line...

Luhariya: “The rich are killing the poor.  They say they are doing it for the progress of the people.”
...Turning the sacred river that sustains their village into a natural disaster that will drown their homes and their lives.
Angry man: “We are not going to leave all this.  We will drown, but we will not move.”
Next on Wide Angle.
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1:29

Welcome to Wide Angle, I'm Mishal Husain

Water is the world's most precious resource, but one that presents huge challenges.

Tonight we explore those challenges, reporting from India on the controversy over its biggest ever dam.

Dams were once called the Temples of Modern India, the key to its development.  But as you're about to see, there's a human cost --and some are asking if it's worth it.

After the film I'll be speaking to the novelist Arundhati Roy, who's joined the debate.

2:03

(Arubdhati Roy) “It's not just that the dam is going up, but it's the failure of non-violence that bothers me.”
Stay with us.

	Orig. tc
	sound
	 
	commentary

	1. Open
	
	
	

	
	Luharia: 

02:19 Every single living being has a right to life. 

Nobody has rights over anybody else.

We’ll fight with our hearts, with our words and even with our lives.


	
	

	
	02:33

Bulgi:  We are doing this because the lives of many generations are in danger of being destroyed.  
Bulgi:  Of course we feel like crying. Who’d feel like laughing?


	
	

	
	Luharia: 

02:45  This is our land. We’ll stay here. Where else can we go?  

02:51 We’ll drown together in the River Narmada.


	
	

	
	02:59


	Title: THE DAMMED
	

	2.  INTRO TO THE ADAVASI
	03:08
	Lower Third:

Date: August 1999

Dam height: 279 feet


	

	
	03:14
	Luharia & friend ploughing.
	The valley of the Narmada River, in Western India. The scene of an epic battle between the powerful and the powerless, between modernization and tradition. 

It’s a battle that has been raging for almost 20 years. 



	
	Luharia: 

03:27 The helicopters came twice in two years.  I was a little boy then.

Government officials came here. 

03:45 They said they’re constructing a dam and water will rise. So your village will be drowned. 


	Plough through ground. 

I/V Luharia

Lower Third:

03:46

Luharia Sonkaria
	

	
	03:56
	Houses on river bank. 

Wide pan of valley.
	August 1999.  Luharia Sonkaria’s village may be submerged over the next two months – hundreds more will follow in the coming years. 

The villagers have lived with the threat that their valley will be flooded for more than half a century, ever since a decision was made in New Delhi to build a giant dam.   



	
	Bulgi: 

04:17 Our lives are being snatched away.

Our field is already in the water.

We were very happy with our life here.  When the dam comes, how will we survive?


	Bulgi cooking.

Close up bread.

Interview: Bulgi Sonkaria

Lower Third:

04:25

Bulgi Sonkaria
	

	
	04:36


	Luharia and child on swing.

Children playing.
	Luharia and Bulgi Sonkaria live with their two young sons in Jalsindhi village – a self-sufficient farming community of about 25 families scattered over the hills. 

They have no roads, phones or electricity – and only use money when they need tools or clothes from the outside world. 

But now that outside world is threatening their existence and the villagers are preparing to fight.



	
	Bulgi: 

05:06 If someone has a disease they’ll only recover if we perform the necessary rituals. It won’t go away on its own will it? 

In the same way we have to fight to solve our problems with this dam. 

I feel very worried.


	Interview: Bulgi with head covered.

MCU child.
	

	3.  INTRO TO THE DAM
	
	
	

	
	05:24
	View of village on shore.
Graphic: 
MAP ONE

Map of India, zooms in to Jalsindhi and then SSP


	Jalsindhi lies in the Central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh on the north bank of the Narmada River.

Twenty-two miles downstream, in the neighboring state of Gujarat, the Narmada is blocked by one of the country’s largest construction projects: the Sardar Sarovar dam.

	
	05:43

subtitle

Ashok Ghjar, Executive Engineer, Sardar Sarovar dam: 

Now Gentlemen, we are observing the second largest dam of the world, in which the volume of concrete to be placed is so large that you can have a road around the equator.


	Wide shot exterior of dam.

Lower Third:

Ashok Ghjjar

Chief Engineer

Sardar Sarovar Dam
	

	
	Subtitle

Ashok Ghjar:  Length is 1.2 km length, 455 feet is the height and the width is 124 metre in the middle portion.


	Interview: Ashok Ghjar

Wide shot dam.


	

	
	06:29
Archive voiceover: Here at last is proof that nature holds no terrors when men organise themselves. It represents the hopes and aspirations of the entire country. 


	Archive dam footage.
	

	
	06:22
	Web tag:

6:22

A history of India’s dams online
	India’s dam building program was launched back in the 1950s by Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. 

The three and a half thousand dams built since then have been worshipped as the symbol of progress for 20th century India.



	
	06:36

subtitle
Ashok Ghjar: This is the foundation stone laid by Prime Minister Jawarlal Nehru on 5th April 1961. And now we are fullfilling this dream by constructing the Sardar Sarovar project.


	Interview: Ashok Ghjar standing in front of foundation stone.


	

	4.  Who are Adavasi and intro to Luharia
	
	
	

	
	07:00
Bulgi: People who live in the cities can depend on paper. But we live here in the hills and we depend on the land for our livelihood.

We’re Adivasis. We live on the land.


	Close up of corn picking.

Interview: Bulgi

Corn into basket.
	

	
	07:20

	Luharia and men looking for herbs.
	The Adivasis are India’s indigenous people. They have always depended on their land, river and forest. 

Like his father and grandfather before him, Luharia Sonkaria is the village healer.



	
	07.36
Luharia: This is to cure headaches. Crush it well, boil it and then drink it.

07.55
Luharia: This is used when you have stomach cramps. First you have to grind it very thoroughly, then boil it and drink it. 

It cures troubles with the stomach. It really works.


	Forest medicine.

CU cutting bark from tree.

Interview: Luharia
	

	
	08.27
Bola: My ancestor was Buta. Buta’s child was Idya. Idya’s child was Sunya. Sunya’s child was Dongria. Dongria’s child was Golya. Golya’s child was Gandhi. Gandhi’s child was Khajya. Khajya’s child was Munda. Munda’s child is me, Bola. 

I don’t know about before that, but I know for the last twelve generations we’ve been here.


	Close up of grain.

Interview: Bola.

Lower Third:

Bola Vasave

Women working mill.

Men smoking in hut.
	

	
	09.16
	
	Luharia Sonkaria’s elder son, Lal-singh, is 5  years old, and has recently joined the village school – his is the first generation formally learning to read and write.



	
	09.29
Luharia:  We came into being with this village.

We have the Narmada, the forests, the hills, the rain and our Gods.

We have everything we need here.
It is all ours by right.

Our village is ours. We won’t leave it.


	
	

	5.  Holy River/ Benefits of Dam and Development
	
	
	

	
	09.59

	Drums and Elephant

Banks of Narmada river lined with people.

Boats and festival.

Statue of Ganesh into river.

Wide dam shots.


	The sacred Narmada river is worshipped along her entire 800 mile length by both Adivasis and Hindus: they believe that while one must bathe in the Ganges to purify the soul, one need only look at the Narmada.

But government planners see the river very differently -- they are creating a giant staircase of reservoirs, formed by more than 3000 dams. It is one of the largest river development projects ever undertaken, anywhere in the world.

Sardar Sarovar is the keystone. It sits at the Western foot of the project and will anchor the entire staircase. 

 

	
	10.41


	Concrete mixing trucks. 


	The dam is intended to retain the billions of gallons of fresh water that fall during the annual monsoon rains - water which normally flows away into the Arabian Sea.

For Jay Narayan Vyas, the minister in charge of the dam for the Gujarat Government, this is a waste of valuable natural resources.



	
	11.00
subtitle

Vyas:  Unlike European countries and elsewhere, 80 percent of the rain, one will get over eight to ten days time. India can ill afford for this kind of potential to just run away and go to sea.
	Vyas interview

Lower third:

Jay Narayan Vyas

Minister for Narmada Affairs, Gujarat
	

	
	11.13


	
	The government claims the dam will produce 1450 megawatts of electricity – enough to power a major American city for a year – and provide water for up to 40 million people.  

	
	subtitle

11.25

Vyas: The basic thing is that we want to provide a sustainable water supply to farmers and also the drinking water to 8,215 villages and to a 135 urban habitats.
	Vyas Interview
	

	6. Drought region/ waiting for water
	
	
	

	
	11.41
	Camel and barren land 


	If all goes to plan, the water will be channeled more than 300 miles north to one of the world’s most drought-stricken regions.

Here in Western Gujarat, the groundwater level is dropping by about 4 feet every year.

	
	11.56

Tanker woman: Twenty years ago we relied on our wells. Now our wells are dry.

That’s why we have become so helpless.


	Shot of empty well. 

Interview: Tanker Woman

Lower Third:

11.47

Bhiranbiyarn, Gujarat

Lower Third:

12.00
Raasbai Junavandh
	

	
	12.11
	
	The government provides emergency water supplies, but it’s only a temporary solution.



	
	12.19

Tanker woman:  If the tanker comes we get water. If it doesn’t, we don’t even have drinking water.
	Women carrying water

Interview: tanker woman
	

	
	12.28
	Abandoned village
	With no water, tens of thousands of people have been forced to leave their homes.  More than 100 villages have been abandoned as their fields turn to desert.



	7.  Water for Industry
	
	
	

	
	12.43
	Scenes of urban life in Gujarat
	The fresh water collected by the dam will also benefit the rapidly growing cities of Gujarat, the industrial heart-land of Western India.

	
	12.51

Murkesh Patel: Now today in areas where we do not have adequate water, thought there is potential for development, you see, that development does not come up.  Now when water will each these areas, it will mean that there will be greater potential for the growth and development of those areas and  Gujarat has been traditionally very strong in chemicals and pharmaceuticals, and industry has to depend quite heavily on water. 
	Lower third:

Murkesh Patel,

President

Gujarat Chamber of Commerce
	

	8.  Benefits of the dam
	
	
	

	
	13.26
	Lower Third

13.22
Government Promotional video, “The End of Thirst”


	The government believes the Sardar Sarovar dam is vital for India’s economic development --  as well as the solution to some of the country’s most pressing problems.



	
	
	
	

	
	13.37

subtitle

Vyas: . This is a win-win situation. I think the government of India can feel proud of this project.

This is a civil engineering marvel and rightly so, therefore, the Time magazine once upon a time described this as one of the engineering wonders and wonders of the world.

And in terms of displacement of the people – somewhere, somebody has to make way for the society -  it’s part of the development process – the only thing is that you should take care to see that they are properly rehabilitated and I think this is what is being done.


	
	

	
	14.12
	Wide shot of Luharia’s house next to river.
	Almost a quarter of a million people from some 245 villages will be displaced once the dam is completed.  

It currently stands at two thirds its intended height of 455 feet, but ancient temples, historical sites and thousands of acres of forests are starting to submerge.   

The Indian government promises that each displaced landholding family will receive replacement farmland from a choice of  resettlement sites. 



	
	14.55
	
	Luharia Sonkaria leaves the valley to visit Kavetta – about 50 miles from Jalsindhi – which may become his family’s new home.

	
	
	Lower Third: 

15.02

Kavetta Resettlement Site


	This site is already occupied by about 150 villagers displaced from the Narmada valley.  

 

	9.

Resettlement site
	15.12
Man 1: This is the water we get. 

Man 2: We can’t drink it. We’d fall ill. Even the cattle can’t drink it.

Luharia: It is very salty.

Man: It’s disgusting.
	Men looking around resettlement site.

Tasting water from pump.


	

	
	15.28


	Men walking through fields.
	Having lost their fertile farmland in the river valley, the villagers are not impressed with the quality of their new fields.



	
	15.36

Man 1: They give us bad land like this.

Luharia: All these weeds...

Man 2: Even the cattle don’t eat this weed.

Man 1: Its roots are longer than a person. This land is no good, it’s wasteland.  If we can’t plant anything here, what will we eat?


	3 men talking.

Shots of land.

Men talking and walking through fields.


	

	
	15.56
	Boys on swing.

Girl washing hair.

Shots of resettlement.

Man smoking.
	A school and medical clinic have been built at Kavetta, in line with resettlement regulations, but there are no regular teachers or doctors.

The Narmada villagers are also finding it hard to adjust to life in the cash economy.



	
	16.12
Man 1: Everything depends on money here.

If you don’t use fertilizers on land that has always had it, nothing will grow. 

The crop depends entirely on the amount of fertilizer we buy. Back home, we didn’t have to buy such things.

And we have to buy food for cattle.  In the village, they just grazed in the forest. 

After so many expenses, not even 25% of our income is left for us to live on. 

Luharia: I see what you mean.

Man 1:

We are becoming destitute, at least in the forest we could survive eating vegetables.


	Men sitting down talking.

Cattle shots.

  
	

	
	16.55

subtitle

Vyas: We have so far resettled close to about 9500 families and they are happy.

We have given them the best, and put them in the bracket that belongs to the best people, and we should do that because they are our people, they are part of the democratic set up.  We can’t wish them away.


	
	

	
	17.24
Luharia: I didn’t feel good there. There’s not even the basics needed for survival

17.40

We need good, fertile land. Without that, we’re helpless.


	Boat back to Jalsindhi

Web tag:

17.17

Debate the pros and cons of the dam online

Interview: Bulgi 
	

	
	17.50
	Kids running in circle.


	Moving to a resettlement site would separate Luharia and Bulgi from their extended family and the rest of the community – the Jalsindhi villagers can expect to be split across at least 5 or 6 resettlement sites. 



	
	18.04
Luharia: My family –just five people – can’t go to a new land and survive.   We need our relatives with us. I need my brothers and everyone else too.


	Fire.

Luharia smoking.

Men sitting around fire.
	

	
	
	Family walking to river.
	

	
	18.22
Luharia: We will stay here. This is our home.

Even when the Narmada waters rise, we won’t move from here.

We would die there anyway. Or we die under the waters. Either way we face death.


	
	

	
	18.47

Bulgi: When the waters rise our children will be with us. Where else would they go?

Whether we live or die, we’ll be together. We don’t want to die. But they’re killing us.

Of course we feel like crying. Who’d feel like laughing?


	Boy washing.
	

	
	
	music seq

Woman with baby in river.
	

	10.  Jalsindi protest and introduction of the NBA
	
	
	

	
	19.16
	Muddy feet, 

people marching with signs.

 flags, kids chanting.
	Luharia and his family are not the only villagers fighting to preserve their way of life.

They are part of an activist group called “Save the Narmada,” - known as the NBA  - which has been led for more than fifteen years by a former social worker from Bombay: Medha Patkar.

  

	
	Subtitle

19.34
Medha Patkar: Each villager shall nail the name of their village to the tree of resolve. To say that they wish to be with the struggle and are holding firmly to the truth of the satyagraha.


	
	

	
	19.50
	
	The satyagraha is a form of non-violent protest originally devised by Mahatma Gandhi. Literally translated it means “holding firmly to the truth”.  For Luharia and the other villagers, it may mean drowning in their homes.



	
	subtitle

20.06

Medha Patkar: 
Any non-violent movement that really challenges some plan of the establishment can only fight with the resources that we have. And we thought that this is the only way that we could say no to the dam.


	
	

	
	20.28

Villager: The land is ours. The forest is ours. The River Narmada is ours. We’ll never leave all this. We’ll drown, but we won’t move.
	
	

	
	20.46
	Shots of the hunger strike.

Cu of Medha
	The NBA first made international headlines back in 1991 when they adopted another of Gandhi’s  methods: the hunger strike.

The protesters’ target was the World Bank – which had enabled the construction of the dam with a $450 million dollar loan.



	
	21.03
	Shot of hunger strikers, Medha taking a drink.

Shots of sunken villages…
	After twenty-two days of the hunger strike, the World Bank agreed to the NBA’s demand for an Independent Review. 

After a year of research, the experts concluded the project was seriously “flawed”.

They found that the engineers had miscalculated the amount of water flowing in the river – so the dam could never deliver all of its projected benefits.

The government had also failed to conduct impact assessment studies -  or to plan adequately for the human and environmental consequences.

So– it would be impossible to resettle everyone before submergence.

Nine months later, the World Bank withdrew from the project, but the dam builders forged ahead. 



	
	Subtitle

Medha: 

21.42

We felt it was really a major victory to have the World Bank withdraw from the project, and we thought that now we have to take up the challenge and challenge the government in turn.
	Medha interview


	

	
	21.55
	
	In May 1994, the NBA filed a case with the Supreme Court, arguing that the Narmada project was violating the villagers’ rights, and should be stopped.   The court responded by issuing an injunction – halting all work on the dam for the next five years.

	
	22.11

Luharia: Right now, construction on the dam has stopped. That’s thanks to all our efforts.


	Luharia interview
	

	
	subtitle

22.20

Ashok Ghjjar: We are losing 600 million rupees per day. Only the infrastructures and the manpower are ready to start the work at any moment. We are waiting for the green signal of the Supreme Court. 


	Interview: AG with dam behind
	

	  
	subtitle

22.40

Vyas: Today we have invested almost 100 thousand million rupees, now can any country, much less a country like India, can you afford an investment which is already gone two point five billion to three billion US dollars, just lying idle. 

 
	Shot of water draining from dam.

Interview: Vyas
	

	
	22.56
	
	But in 1999, the dam builders were allowed to add 16 feet in height for safety reasons – with dire consequences for the Narmada villagers.



	
	23.30
	Police breaking up protest.


	The villagers stood in the rising waters for 26 hours – until the police arrived and arrested all those involved, breaking up the satyagraha before anyone could drown.



	
	
	Lower third:

23.50

Date: July 2000

Dam height: 279 feet


	

	11.  LUHARIA’S RESETTLEMENT ISSUES
	23.56
	
	Luharia’s father died more than 10 years ago, leaving his 8 acre farm to his sons.  But the land records were never updated -- so Luharia is still listed as the son of a landowner, not a land owner himself.

According to the resettlement policies written when the dam was approved, all displaced land holding families would get new farmland.

But the government of Madhya Pradesh now claims that Luharia – as the son of a land owner -- only qualifies for a small house plot or cash.



	
	24.26

Luharia: The land officers came.

They left this paper when nobody was home.

How can I understand this? I can’t read. 

I just looked at it. Someone else told me what it says.

They aren’t offering us any farmland – just a plot for a house.


	
	

	
	24.42

Bulgi: They should give us farmland. They just talk and give us paper. But we can’t cultivate on paper can we? 


	
	

	
	24.51
	
	Luharia sets off on an eight-hour journey to the town of Alirajpur to try to get the land title transferred into his own name.  But the bureaucratic obstacles persist. 



	
	25.04

Local magistrate: OK, tell me. Did the other officer send you the information as he was supposed to?


	Close up of fan. 

Magistrate in office.
	

	
	Man:  No.  No.


	Men talking with magistrate.
	

	
	25.11

Local magistrate: The officer in that department was transferred, a new one has joined, he’s gone back to get his belongings, and it’ll take time for him to bring his family and get settled here.


	Magistrate talking to men.
	

	
	25.26

Local magistrate: As soon as he arrives I’ll send for you. 

There’s no point setting a date with you now.


	
	

	
	25.41

Luharia: So where will we get information from?


	
	

	
	25.47

Local magistrate: He’s not yet in a position to tell you anything. He’s not yet even familiar with the issues of the area to be submerged.


	
	

	
	26.03

Luharia: They have no answers at all, you see. They never give us an answer.

With so many people still living here. Don’t they owe us some answers?


	Men come out of office.
Interview: Luharia
	

	
	26.23

Luharia: The rich people are killing the poor tribal people. They say they have to do this for the progress of the people. They just do whatever they want to do. 

They didn’t even ask. 

They made their decision sitting in Delhi or somewhere. They never asked us Adivasis anything.


	Mix to shots of river approaching village.  

Luharia’s house and tree.
	

	
	26.57
	
	July 2000. The NBA’s protest benefits from the arrival of one of the dam’s fiercest critics – best-selling novelist Arundhati Roy – and the international media entourage who follow.



	
	27.13

Luharia: Because of the satyagraha, people from other villages, and even from other countries, will know why we’re fighting.


	Effigy goes into the water.

Luharia swimming.
	

	
	27.33
	Dam demon drowning
	Even though work on the dam remains on hold – the reservoir continues to fill with each monsoon season, so the Satyagraha has become a yearly event.

	
	27.57

Luharia:  We submerged the demon of the dam to say “let the water run free, let our land be ours.”
	Interview: Luharia
	

	
	28.15
	
	After six weeks of intermittent rain, the Narmada has risen several more feet.   

Luharia’s house still sits just above the water level, but he believes that some aspects of his life are already lost.

	
	28.31

Luharia: Our Gods have always lived here in things like trees and stones.

The God of the whole region lived here, so many people came for a festival each year.

The God blessed the childless with a child. And people with farming or any other problems would come here ... to seek God’s blessing. 

But now our gods have been submerged. 

Our Gods... they’ve all drowned. 
	Tree in water.

Close up feet in water.

Men walking in circle.

Water lapping.


	

	12. Luharia’s transition to public speaker
	
	
	

	
	29.14
	
	The NBA has grown into one of the biggest grassroots movements India has seen since Gandhi swept the country to independence in 1947 – and it is turning indigenous farmers like Luharia into political activists. 

	
	29.32

Luharia speech SYNC: I don’t know whether you all know me.  I am from Jalsindhi.

Before the dam was there, Mother Narmada used to flow all the way to the sea. She never used to bring destruction upon her people.


	Big rally through streets. Drumming, singing. Police prepare barricade. 

Luharia talking to rally.
	

	
	29.51

Luharia speech V/O: Who taught this government that only some people need to benefit?

The government thinks that all the land belongs to them.
	Protest in streets
	

	
	30.00

Luharia speech SYNC: But the country does not belong to the government exclusively. It also belongs to us -- the Adivasis. It belongs to everybody.

Every single living being has a right to life. Nobody has rights over anybody else.
	Luharia at rally
	

	13.  The MBA visit Minister Singh
	30.21
	Lower Third

30.15

September 5, 2000

Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
	September 2000.  The NBA has come to the state capital to demand a meeting with Chief Minister Digvijay Singh.

The government is running out of resettlement land, and the remaining villagers fear they will only be given cash in exchange for their farms.

	
	Subtitle

30.43

Medha Patkar (to policeman): If Chief Minister Singh really wants to talk to us he should come out now, when people from so many villages have come at so much expense.


	Medha talking to policeman
	

	
	31.02

Luharia: Even though it’s a long way,  we had to come. If we didn’t come to talk to them, nothing would get done.
	Interview: Luharia

Protest shots.


	

	
	31.17
	Protestors sit down.
	The police barricade the road to the Chief Minister’s house, so the protesters decide to sit down and wait until he agrees to meet them. 



	
	31.31

Luharia:.

What do policemen think? They’re just paid to do their job.

We have to fight with the truth, you can’t get anywhere with violence.
	Police v. protestors
	

	
	31.46
	Police lead protesters up road to Singh’s residence. Protesters searched. Enter garden. 


	At 10.30pm word has come through that the Chief Minister will meet the protesters – all of them – in the back garden of his official residence. 

	
	32.00

Medha Patkar: The people from the valley are here and so are you, so I think we should start the talks.


	Medha talking to rally.
	

	
	32.09

DigVijay Singh: Medha, listen to me. I have to plan my time schedule in advance... now all this.

There is a debate going on in the Supreme Court about this and we can only do something based on its verdict.

As far as resettlement goes, we’re trying our best to give land. But we’ve already said that we do not have enough land.


	Villagers listening.

Chief Minister talking to protestors.
	

	
	32.40

Medha Patkar: Do you think it’s fair to uproot families and only give them cash compensation? So are you giving cash or land?


	Medha talking.
	

	
	32.55

DigVijay Singh: First we want to give land. But if there’s no land, then cash.


	Minister talking
	

	
	33.05
	Is this a shot of L? 
	Luharia Sonkaria knows that many Adivasis only received small cash payments for their homes when the first Narmada dam, the Bargi, was completed in 1990.

	14. Granny’s story
	
	
	

	
	33.19

Bhugiabai Thakys: They gave us some cash as compensation, but  we used it to live on.  We didn’t get land so we settled here.

“Go away. You have got the money”, they said. 


	Interview: Granny

Lower Third:

33.23

Bhugiabai Thakys


	

	
	33.35
	Granny washing clothes and preparing food.

Wide shot dam.

Top of temple submerged.

Water pump submerged.
	Bhugiabai Thakys and her family live in the slums on the edge of the city of Jabalpur. 

They were given cash compensation when their 14-acre farm was submerged, but Bhugiabai’s son-in-law, Omkar, says it wasn’t enough to buy replacement land. 



	
	33.58

Omkar: Show me one person who has taken this cash and bought land or built a house.

We used to live off our fields. We had no other means of livelihood.

But that was snatched from us. And it reduced us to this.

We have always been farmers. Apart from that, we had no skills.


	Interview: Omkar

Lower Third:

34.01

Omkar Thakys


	

	
	34.17

Omkar: I take a hired rickshaw and some days I make 20 cents, on other days one dollar.
	Shadow shot of bicycle

Omkar driving rickshaw.
	

	
	34.29
	Wife waiting for work in busy city.

Shots of hut in slum.
	While Omkar pedals the rickshaw, his wife Mumta stands on the street corner, hoping for work on a building site.

Between them they make about one dollar per day.  That has to support a family of nine, including a friend, who is unable to work as he has developed tuberculosis since moving to the slums. 

	
	34.49

Mumta: We live in the damp here. Of course diseases will spread. See all these people sitting here? All of them are ill.
	34.50

Interview: Mumta

Lower Third:

Mumta Thakys
	

	
	35.05

Bhugiabai Thakys: I remember how we used to live before. 

Only I know how my heart feels.

I don’t even die. 

I say ‘God, please take me now’
	POV walking through slum.

CU Granny.

Shots of submerged village.
	

	15.  Supreme Court Decision
	
	
	

	
	35.29


	Lower Third: 

35.25

October 18, 2000

New Delhi
Exterior court shots.

Lawyers with press.
	After six years of hearings, the Supreme Court finally delivered its verdict on the dam.



	
	35.34
	35.35

web tag:
Other controversial world dams online
	One Judge voted to delay all work until the government completed detailed impact assessments.

But the other two justices prevailed.  They ordered the dam to be finished “expeditiously” – on the condition that full resettlement be completed before each increase in the dam’s height. 



	
	Subtitle?

35.53

Vyas: We are happy with the decision. Very happy. It is what we wanted. 

 
	Vyas speaking to press.
	

	
	subtitle

36.03

Medha: I’m not weak. But I am certainly disappointed and depressed a little.


	Medha talking into microphone.
	

	
	36.10

Bulgi: We want to live our full lives. We don’t want to die. So we aren’t feeling good.

They’ll build their dam and live happily, while we’ll be left in sorrow.

I wish my father was still alive. I feel like crying.


	
	

	
	Subtitle

36.38

Vyas: Take care to see that it does not seem like too much euphoria. Because those people who are demonstrating will criticize it. So take care not to show too much euphoria.
	Vyas on cellphone
	

	
	36.54
	
	The Supreme Court verdict comes as a bitter blow to the NBA’s campaign to stop the dam.

And their vow to “drown but not move” also proved unsuccessful.



	
	37.07

Bulgi: They won’t let anyone drown here. They’ll come and arrest us, put us in the boat and then take us to the police station.

They government won’t let us die and yet they won’t give us land to live.  Why won’t they let us die?


	
	

	
	37.21

Luharia:  We’re exhausted. We’ve fought them endlessly. 

If we don’t continue the fight, there will be misery for us Adivasis. But if we do continue, there will also be misery.

37.41

We will have to continue the fight. Otherwise how will we survive?

We’ll get nothing if we don’t fight. No, we’ll get nothing if we don’t fight.


	
	

	
	38.00
	Dam work.

Dam opening.
	Having received the green light from the Supreme Court, the dam builders wasted little time in restarting the construction work – and threw a party to celebrate.

	
	Subtitle

38.11

Vyas: I welcome you all to this holy bank of the River Narmada. Today is a very happy day for us. Today at this moment, I thank you.


	Wide shot of face of dam.

Vyas talking to press.
	

	16. Monsoon 2001/ Home with Luharia
	
	
	

	
	38.39
	Lower Third:

38.31
Date:  July 2001

Dam height: 312 feet

Child playing with rain drops.

Rain fall/ monsoon shots.
	Nine months after the Supreme Court verdict Luharia and Bulgi had recently welcomed their third son, Raysingh.

His birth reminds his father of the Adivasi creation myth, which recalls times of great upheaval and flooding. 

	
	39.03

Luharia: There was once a huge storm and flood, which destroyed all the people.  

Only two people of the lowest caste survived.

When they spat, more people were created, and when they cleaned their ears even more people were created.

And that’s how the Adivasis and everyone else was born.

I have a feeling that something like this will happen again, and that everything will be destroyed. And then, who knows if anyone will survive?


	Luharia: interview, creation story
	

	
	39.54
	
	Luharia’s fears may soon be realized. The 2001 monsoon rains are heavy, the dam has increased by another 16 feet, and the waters are rising faster than in previous years.



	
	40.08

Bulgi: They are spending so much money building the dam – so why aren’t they resettling us? 

They should only go ahead with construction once they’ve resettled everyone properly. 

We’re left crying for land – crying for life.


	
	

	
	40.23
	
	The Supreme Court verdict confirmed that all displaced families had to be resettled at least six months before submergence.  The Madhya Pradesh government says the resettlement program has complied with the law.

	
	Subtitle

40.37

Singh:  The policy is that any person whose more than 25 percent land is submerged he’ll be entitled for land for land.  

Technically the resettlement has taken place when the compensation given to them or deposited in their account –  technically, resettlement -- and plots allotted to them and the land has been transferred. So then technically resettlement has taken place.
	Lower third:

40.40

Digvijay Singh

Chief Minister

Madhya Pradesh
	

	
	41.09
	
	But Luharia has not been able to change the official land records -- and has still not been offered the five acres of farmland that is his legal right as a land owner.

He’s only been offered a small house plot or 130,000 rupees – about three thousand dollars – enough to buy just one or two acres of land.



	
	41.31

Luharia: The government has offered us money but we have told them that we don’t want any money.

What would we do with money? However much money comes, money never stays.

Earlier they made the law to give land for land, but that seems to have disappeared.

42.00

Luharia: You can’t cultivate on top of money.  Even with a bundle of money on your head, you need land to stand on, don’t you?
	
	

	
	42.14

Bulgi: The water level is rising and has nearly reached our house. 

The water comes in my dreams at night. I feel helpless.

Why aren’t they giving us land? Why are they murdering us?


	
	

	17.  Update 2003
	
	
	

	
	42.47
	Lower third

42.45

Date:  August 2003

Dam height: 328 feet
Long shot of water covering Luharia’s house.
	In the summer of 2003, the inevitable finally occurred.

	
	42.54

Luharia: Our land has gone, everything has gone, our Gods, spirits, insects, worms. Everything that lived on that land has been destroyed.
	Interview: Luharia
	

	
	Our house was just there but the water has come all the way up to here.
	
	

	
	43.17
	
	On July 28th, the reservoir claimed Luharia and Bulgi’s home and fields, along with about 30 other houses in low-lying villages across the valley.



	
	43.39

Luharia:  Yes, it was very upsetting, and taking out our belongings was very difficult. They had to be dragged out.
	drowned out homes, 

people swimming 

people reclaiming wood from drowned houses.


	

	
	The water was up to here.


	
	

	
	43.54

Our crops have also gone.  

So how can we get food?

Other people are giving us food, so we can survive.


	Downed crops
	

	
	44.07
	
	As well as sharing their food, the villagers worked together to build Luharia and Bulgi a new house on top of a hill.

	
	44.16

Bulgi:  That house was nice, but as it has submerged, we had to build a new one.  In a monsoon, we can’t be roaming around without a home, so we had to build.


	
	

	
	44.34

Luharia: We built this all new, here we keep the chicken, here we tie up the cow and the buffalo, that space we used for the buffalo.
	
	

	
	44.45

Luharia: 

Hey you, keep quiet.  Don’t make a fuss!
	
	

	
	44.53

Luharia: This is for the cooking
	
	

	
	Luharia:

We will have to place one more partition here ….
	
	

	
	44.57

Bulgi: So that the chickens don’t get in.
	
	

	
	45.00
	
	Luharia and the other Jalsindhi villagers are now preparing to file a suit with the Supreme Court, pleading that their State government be forced to obey the law and resettle them on fertile land.



	
	45.16

Luharia: The flooding has come and there are so many questions left unanswered, but the people have still not given us any answers.


	
	

	18.  Luharia view of the future
	46.29

Luharia: The water will eventually come up here as well. It may take two or three years, it’s impossible to predict.

45.52

It all depends on the rain and when the height of the dam is increased. 

This will all become water. There’ll be no more hills.


	
	

	
	46.10

Bulgi; Next year… we will find out then what happens.

Whether we live or die, we’ll be together.


	
	

	
	46.27

Luharia:  We’re angry. But who do we tell?

Luharia:  Nobody wants to die, everybody likes life. But wherever there were tribal people, they’re all finished.

The right of many generations to live has been snatched away. Our whole right to life has gone. What can we do?
	
	


47.12

Wide Angle continues with Mishal Husain.

Interview:
47.16
MISHAL HUSAIN:
Arundhati Roy, welcome to Wide Angle.

46.18
ARUNDHATI ROY:

Thank you.

47.18
MISHAL HUSAIN:

Now you've come to be very much identified with the issues that we've seen in the film.  Why was it that you chose to get involved?
47.26
ARUNDHATI ROY:

It was an issue which not only dealt with the poorest people of the country, but the whole model of development, the whole issue of caste and, you know, religion, ecology, everything. //  Somehow, I knew that this story of the Narmada was the story of modern India.  And not just modern India, but somehow the story of the world. Somehow the story of the powerful versus the powerless in all its complexity.

47.59
MISHAL HUSAIN:

The history of dams in India is-- is a very long one.  This is a well-established way that India's pursued development.

48.06
ARUNDHATI ROY:

Absolutely.  it's-- you know, dams are the temples of secular India, you know, and almost worshipped.  I keep saying they are huge, wet cement flags that wave in our minds.  They're like the symbol of nationalism to many // because we have, I think, 3,300 dams built, you know, in the 50 years after independence. // They really believed that these were going to be the solution to the famines and the, you know, hunger in India.  But-- but the point is that 50 years down the line, they have proved otherwise. // The drought prone and flood prone areas in the country have actually increased.  And from being a dream, they've become a very cynical, corrupt enterprise, a way of letting governments lay their hands on huge sums of money, a way of centralizing resources, a way of snatching rivers away from the poor and giving them to the rich.  

49.05
MISHAL HUSAIN:

But obviously, there have been benefits because successive governments don't build over 3,000 dams unless at least some of the benefits are tangible and are there.

49.05

Lower Third:

Mishal Husain
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49.14
ARUNDHATI ROY:

You can argue that about anything.  Colonialism, did it have benefits?  Surely, it did.  The issue's not that they don't have benefits. The issue is who does it benefit and how sustainable are those benefits.  // 

You know, the argument is always posited as though you can either have irrigation and electricity because of dams or you can go back to the Stone Age, whereas that isn’t what the NBA is saying – simply saying that there are better, more efficient, more sustainable ways of irrigation and producing electricity than these big dams.

49.52 
MISHAL HUSAIN:

So how would you do it?  How would you meet India's water needs?

49.55
ARUNDHATI ROY:

Well, in Gujarat, there are-- there are people who-- villagers who now know that this rhetoric about the Sardar Sarovar and Narmada water's coming is simply untrue.  And you see the-- the fantastic ways in which local harvesting-- local water harvesting schemes have really been producing two and three crops a year in areas which are-- which we've been told are drought prone, you know? //

So what I'm saying is that you need to have sustainable local schemes.  

50.22
MISHAL HUSAIN:

If we look at the reality of this situation of Luharia and his community, clearly there are big issues with the quality of lands that they would receive in-- in compensation.  What do you think of cash compensation?  Is that something that you think could be adequate? Could give them a fair deal?

50.39
ARUNDHATI ROY:

If the choice is between giving nothing and getting cash, it's better to get cash.  But it isn't right.  It isn't fair. // These are not communities that live in a market economy.  Within a year, that-- that money is drunk away, you know, in some squatter settlement in the edge of some big city. 

50.57
MISHAL HUSAIN:

But the government's argument would be that that's not-- if that money is going to be misspent, that's not the government's fault.

51.02
ARUNDHATI ROY:

Yeah, it isn't.  But you know the point is that it is the government's policy to give land for land primarily because this is not a community that traditionally deals with money. 

51.11
MISHAL HUSAIN:

Some might say that you have a slightly romanticized vision of-- of the issue, of village life, of keeping all of that intact.

51.22
ARUNDHATI ROY:

The one thing that I can't be accused of is having a romanticized no-- notion of village life, 'cuz I grew up in a village and I'm fully aware of the brutality of village life in India.  I dreamed of escaping.  I prayed every day that I wouldn't be stuck there.  You know?  So that I am in no doubt about.  And you know, if I have romanticized anything it's the anonymity of a big city.  For an Indian woman certainly it provides shelter.  

51.30

Arundhati Roy

Author

51.53
MISHAL HUSAIN:

Is it not possible then that the next generation, say Luharia's children, might have a better life if-- if they do end up in an urban area maybe…

52.02
ARUNDHATI ROY:

They might.  They might not.  But // that has nothing to do with putting a gun to his head and saying, "We're going to drown you." //  Nobody drowned me out of my village.  You know?  There's a difference between forced displacement and migration.

52.18
MISHAL HUSAIN:

The dam is-- is clearly a reality.  It's height is-- is growing all the time.  How do you face failure?  You're part of a movement which ultimately has failed.

52.29
ARUNDHATI ROY:

Absolutely.  It's a-- It's a-- It's a-- It's a terrible, terrible question that one has to ask oneself all the time.  You know?  And as I say, the big, deep question is it's not just that the dam is going up, but it's the failure of non-violence that bothers me. // 

Here you have a movement, 15 years of the most spectacular non-violent resistance movement in a country like India.  The NBA has used every single democratic institution it could.  It has put forward the most reasoned, moderate arguments that you can find, and it's been just thrown aside like garbage, you know, even by an institution like the Supreme Court of India, even in the face of evidence that you cannot argue with.  So, I keep saying this that if we don't respect non-violence, then violence becomes you know the only option for people.  If governments do not show themself [sic] to respect reasoned, non-violent resistance then by default they respect violence.

53.35
MISHAL HUSAIN

But don’t you have to respect the rule of law?  I mean this is something the Supreme Court, the highest court in India, has now ruled upon?

53.42
ARUNDHATI ROY

I don’t accept that kind of institutional rule of law unquestioningly, you know?  // It’s easy for me to say, okay, I accept – but what is Luharia going to do?  You know?  What is Luharia and the other millions like him going to do or think or say?  And in a democracy you must have the ability to keep questioning.

54.02
MISHAL HUSAIN:

Clearly, you have immense power when you choose to become involved with issues and in terms of the attention they then receive.  Are there responsibilities that go along with that?

54.11
ARUNDHATI ROY:

Well, I-- I guess the responsibility is to know what you're doing, you know.  The responsibility is to understand that I'm not a-- a-- an actress or a football star that's endorsing a cause.  I'm a player.  You know, I'm making the argument.  And I better know it, you know, otherwise it would be damaging, if I didn't.  If I was going there as a bleeding heart, you know, endorsing some cause that I didn't fully understand, I could do more-- more harm than good.  So, suppose that is a kind of responsibility. 

54.35
Web Tag
This conversation continues online

54.41
MISHAL HUSAIN:

Arundhati, thanks very much for joining us.

54.43
ARUNDHATI ROY:

You're welcome.  You're welcome.

Next time on Wide Angle – a two-hour special.  

Human cargo in the quest for freedom.  Millions risk everything for a better life. Most are exploited.  Many are enslaved.  

“Trafficking is very much the perfect crime – the chances of getting caught are very slim, the profits involved are huge.”

Human smuggling and human trafficking.

On the next Wide Angle.

Web tag:

STAY WITH WIDE ANGLE AT PBS ONLINE. 
Explore India's dam building history 
Join a debate about the Sardar Sarovar dam
And learn about other controversial world dams 
IT’S ALL AT PBS-DOT-ORG. 
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