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Depicting the Distribution Involving Discrete Variables 31
Sometimes demonstrating the differences between multiple variables using a single graphic can have more 
benefit than multiple graphics, especially if graphics count against word counts in professional or academic 
papers. This reading activity introduces the various ways to visually compare different discrete variables 
against themselves, or discrete variables against a continuous variable.

Purpose Learning Objective
The purpose of this activity is to introduce the 
methodology of graphically displaying multiple 
variables on the same graphic.

Recognize the method and benefits of using a 
single graphic to display information contained 
within a data set

Required Resources Time Allocated

•	 Chapters 8 and 9 in Graphics for Statistics and 
Data Analysis with R in Introductory statistics 
with R (Keen)

50 minutes out-of-class

Tasks
A.	 Read Chapters 8 and 9 in Keen

Deliverable
Complete the short quiz on the class course management site before coming to the next class session.  

Assessment
Short quiz
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