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In tro duction

As one of the oldest kno wn civilizations in the w orld, India has seen a div erse

and v aried history . This historical path w a y has led to great philosophical and

cultural dev elopmen t, ho w ev er it has at the same time led to a mo dern da y

lifest yle that is steep ed in tradition that hinders its dev elopmen t and emergence

as a mo dern economic and p olitical p o w er in the w orld. Issues lik e caste, re-

ligion, relations with neigh b oring coun tries, desitution, and crum bling ph ysical

infrastructure ha v e imp eded an y abilit y to rise to the ranks of a �rst w orld

coun try .

Despite these issues, India is curren tly in an in teresting place in her dev el-

opmen t. As of the last decade or so, India has seen phenomenal GDP gro wth,

whic h is not exp ected to slo w do wn in the foreseeable future. Through the high

tec h rev olution among other economic reforms, India has pro cured a p osition

of p o w erful gro wth in the w orld comm unit y , but the question remains to b e

answ ered as to ho w the coun try will handle this. Will the lingering traditional

asp ects of this ancien t culture imp ede its emergence as a w orld p o w er, or will

this culture pro vide a unique bac kdrop as India deals with the issues facing its

o wn economic progress?

Although there are man y issues facing India's dev elopmen t, this pap er on

an asp ect that is unique to India. This is the caste system. Rarely if ev er in the

w orld has suc h an elab orate system b een created to formalize class structure

and use it as a to ol for so cial and economic oppression. F or thousands of y ears

since its conception within the w om b of Hinduism, the caste system has ev olv ed

gradually a w a y from its original system for classifying spiritual re�nemen t to a

so cial system in whic h more than half of its mem b ers are considered �bac kw ard.�

The caste system is one of the ma jor barriers facing India's con tin ued success in

the w orld econom y , and this pap er aims to giv e a bac kground on this situation.
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Y ear GDP Exp orts Imp orts Exc hange (Rs./$) In�ation Index

1950 99,340 4.79

1955 108,730 4.79

1960 171,670 4.77

1965 276,680 4.78

1970 456,770 7.56

1975 832,690 8.39

1980 1,380,334 90,290 135,960 7.86 18

1985 2,729,350 149,510 217,540 12.36 28

1990 5,542,706 406,350 486,980 17.5 42

1995 11,571,882 1,307,330 1,449,530 32.42 69

2000 20,791,898 2,781,260 2,975,230 44.94 100

2005 34,195,278 44.09 121

2007 40,701,955 40.85 136

T able 1: GDP and T rade Balance

Economic Bac kground

Econom y after Indep endence

The British rule of India lasted from 1858 to 1947, and had a profound impact

on the Indian econom y . During this p erio d of time, the British w ere in c harge

of man y asp ects of India, including pro viding basic go v ernance and impro ving

the infrastructure. This aid to India w as also coupled with their o wn in terests,

whic h manifested in v arious w a y suc h as an in ten tional limiting of certain parts

of Indian industry to secure British pro duction. Th us, when India gained her

indep endence in 1947, the victory w as shado w ed b y man y p olitical, so cial and

economic problems. A dditionally , after indep endence, the econom y w as agrarian

and v ery p o or b ecause the British left India with a rudimen tary industrial and

scien ti�c base. [3]

The problems that w ere inherited from the British after indep endence led to

a p erio d of sub dued dev elopmen t in India. F rom 1951 to 1979, the lo w gro wth

rate of around 3.5% w as sustained, and w as jokingly referred to as the �Hindu

gro wth rate,� as a con trast to the other high gro wth rates around Asia. [7]

The GDP and balance of trade is sho wn in T able 1. Also during this time,

sev eral y ears of sev ere drough t, and the gasoline shortage of 1979 led to further

depression of the econom y .

In 1980, a series of reforms, economically and so cially , b egan to impro v e the

gro wth of the o v erall econom y .

India's Presen t Econom y

T o da y , India's econom y is enjo ying unpreceden ted gro wth. A t a GDP gro wth

rate of around 8%, India is second w orldwide only to China in GDP gro wth.
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There are a n um b er of reasons for this gro wth, including the increased sup-

ply of tec hnologically adept w ork ers in the IT mark et, as w ell as substan tial

impro v emen ts in industrialization.

Caste System Bac kground

The caste system in India can b e traced bac k to its ro ots in Hinduism. In the

creation story , all Indians w ere created from a part of the h uman b o dy , whose

c haracteristics re�ect the role of that p erson in this life.

Brahmin

F rom the mouth came the Brahmin v arna, so classed b ecause the Brahmins are

historically kno wn as the priests and in tellectuals in so ciet y . Their role in life

w as to connect the so ciet y with go d, and despite the image of man y w esterners

that this m ust b e the w ealthiest class of Indians, Brahmins w ere exp ected to

liv e simple, h um ble liv es, and ev en rely on alms for fo o d. The reason they are

pictured as coming form the mouth in Hinduism is b ecause of their c harge of

in tellectual kno wledge, whic h is asso ciated with sp eec h.

Kshatriy a

F rom the arms comes the Kshatriy a v arna. This v arna consists of the rulers and

w arriors, or �protectors of the land.� This v arna includes p oliticians and an y one

in v olv ed in military or defense, and accordingly , this is traditionally the v arna

with the most w ealth.

V aish y a

F rom the thighs come the V aish y a, whic h includes the merc han ts, artisans, and

agriculturists. This class includes businessmen, and others in v olv ed in trade.

Sudras

Finally , from the feet came the Sûdra. This v arna is asso ciated with lab or. This

includes tasks suc h as construction, cleaning, and the lik e. T raditionally , this

v arna is divides in to t w o categories. Those in v olv ed in regular lab or, suc h as

construction, are clean lab orers, and those whose jobs require them to come in

con tact with animal pro ducts and h uman w aste are considered p olluted lab orers,

or un touc hables.

Un touc hables

Outside the four v arnas exists a group of p eople kno wn as un touc hables. The

w ork commonly asso ciated with this group in v olv es generally though t to b e

�unclean.� This includes leather w ork ers, butc hers, and ev en m usicians, whose
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Figure 1: The F our V arnas [5]

instrumen ts w ere often made from animal pro ducts. In an attempt to uplift the

status of the un touc hables, Gandhi used the term �Harijan� or c hildren of go d.

The no w p olitically correct w a y of referring to un touc hable castes is �Dalit,� or

depressed. T o da y , although discrimination based on caste is o�cially forbidden

b y the go v ernmen t, the caste system is still aliv e and w ell. Although in urban

areas issues of caste ha v e less in�uence in mo dern India, in rural areas, caste

based so ciet y is still held strongly b y m uc h of the p opulation.

Original Ideas Behind V arnas

T o most mem b ers of casteless so cieties, the idea of the caste system seems

barbaric and inheren tly oppressiv e, and certainly lo oking at the caste system's

in�uence on the so cial mobilit y of Indian's throughout history , this seems to

b e the case. Ho w ev er, the caste system as it is no w implemen ted and the

caste system as w as originally designed in Hinduism are t w o di�eren t things.

In ancien t Hinduism, a p erson's caste w as determined solely b y conduct. The

famous Indian sain t P aramahansa Y ogananda said of the v arna system:

These w ere (originally) sym b olic designations of the stages of spiri-

tual re�nemen t. They w ere not in tended as so cial categories. And

they w ere not in tended to b e hereditary . Things c hanged as the yu-

gas [cycles of time] descended to w ard men tal darkness. P eople in

the higher castes w an ted to mak e sure their c hildren w ere accepted

as mem b ers of their o wn caste. Th us, ego-iden ti�cation caused them

to freeze the ancien t classi�cations in to what is called the �caste sys-

tem.� Suc h w as not the original in ten tion. In ob vious fact, ho w ev er,

the o�spring of a brahmin ma y b e a sudra b y nature. And a p easan t,

sometimes, is a real sain t. [12 ]
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A ccording to Y ogananda and others, the v arna system w as based on a p erson's

lev el of spiritual progress, but o v er time this system w as altered b y p eople with

in ten tions of exploiting others, and so the v arna system ev olv ed in the caste

structure that w e see to da y . It is imp ortan t to realize the fundamen tal reason

for the v arna system as a w a y of explaining the di�erences that o ccur within

p eople. Unlik e American so ciet y , whic h tries instead tries to force the ideal that

ev ery one is created equal, the ancien t Indians realized that p eople are b orn in to

di�eren t situations and di�eren t spiritual or emotional lev els, and the v arna

system is a re�ection of this.

Divisions of So ciet y

It is a common m yth among w esterners that there are four castes in whic h all

p eople in India are categorized. This ho w ev er, is not true. Caste and v arna are

t w o di�eren t concepts. In di�eren t regions in India, there are castes of p eople

with a sp eci�c lineage, and traditionally eac h of these castes is placed in to a

v arna dep ending on their traditional job. F or example, the K omati caste w ere

historically asso ciated with business and trade activities, and therefore fall in to

the V ysha, or merc han t v arna.

While the British o ccupied India, a list w as dra wn up of all the castes con-

sidered bac kw ard, underprivileged, or oppressed. The resulting �sc hedule� of

castes has come to b e kno wn as the list of sc heduled castes. All of the sc heduled

castes are the previously considered �un touc hables.� In mo dern India, there are

further divisions within the caste system. Sc heduled castes mak e up only a p or-

tion of the castes that the go v ernmen t recognizes as bac kw ard. Also included

are sc heduled trib es (ST s), who historically liv ed in remote jungle areas a w a y

from other civilization, other bac kw ard classes (OBCs), who don't fall within

the historically sc heduled castes, and �nally , the forw ard castes (F C), whic h

w ould comprise of all the upp er castes.

While it is common for w esterners to think that the un touc hable caste is

an opressed minorit y , this is certainly not the case. While there are sev eral

commonly noted surv eys for determining the n um b er of bac kw ard castes in

India, they all agree that bac kw ard castes outn um b er the forw ard castes. In

other w ords, bac kw ard castes are the ma jorit y of the Indian p opulation. Figure

2 sho ws the distribution of the Indian p opulation based on �gures from the

Indian go v ernmen t, while Figure 3 sho ws the p ercen tage of bac kw ard castes b y

region.

Iden ti�cation of OBCs

It is a common misconception among w esterners that an y one of the sc heduled

castes, sc heduled trib es, or other bac kw ard classes w ould not w an t to remain in

this so cially depressed situation, and w ould w an t to b e classi�ed in the forw ard

castes, whic h historically are the �clean,� w ell resp ected castes. This is not true.

In mo dern India, sc heduled castes, sc heduled trib es, and other bac kw ard castes

are privy to p ositiv e discrimination b y the go v ernmen t. This will b e discussed

5



Figure 2: Distribution of Indian P opulation

Figure 3: Bac kw ard Castes b y Region
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Figure 4: P o v ert y of F orw ard Castes [9]

later in the pap er. This is the reason that the classi�cation of bac kw ard castes in

India is a con tro v ersial topic. Iden ti�cation of Other Bac kw ard Classes in India

is the source of m uc h debate. Here is an excerpt from Ec onomic and Politic al

W e ekly on iden ti�cation of bac kw ard classes:

�The framers of the Constitution to ok note of the fact that certain

comm unities in the coun try w ere su�ering from extreme so cial, edu-

cational and economic bac kw ardness arising out of age-old practice

of un touc habilit y and certain others on accoun t of this primitiv e

agricultural practices, lac k of infrastructure facilities and geograph-

ical isolation, and who need sp ecial consideration for safeguarding

their in terests and for their accelerated so cio-economic dev elopmen t.

These comm unities w ere noti�ed as Sc heduled Castes and Sc heduled

T rib es as p er pro visions con tained in Clause 1 of Articles 341 and

342 of the Constitution resp ectiv ely .� [4]

On the one hand, India's go v ernmen t do es need to pro vide some economic up-

liftmen t to its p o orer segmen ts of so ciet y , but on the other hand, doing so is

inheren tly a discriminatory pro cess. Man y of the forw ard castes are not substan-

tially w ealthier than man y of the bac kw ard classes. This breakdo wn is sho wn

b y region in Figure 4 and b y group in Figure 2. F rom this, it is easy to see

that there is plen t y of p o v ert y amidst the forw ard castes. This has critics of

this system asking if it is fair to economically fa v or bac kw ard classes, while the

forw ard classes ha v e plen t y of disadv an tages as w ell.

F orw ard Castes

F o w ard castes mak es up all sections of the v arna system aside from �un touc h-

ables.� F orw ard castes are the only group that ha v e no reserv ation in the quota
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Caste and Comm unit y Groups Rural Urban

Sc heduled T rib es 45.8 35.6

Sc heduled Castes 35.9 38.3

Other Bac kw ard Castes 27.0 29.5

Muslim Upp er Castes 26.8 34.2

Hindu Upp er Castes 11.7 9.9

Christian Upp er Castes 9.6 5.4

Upp er Cast Sikhs 0.0 4.9

Other Upp er Castes 16.0 2.7

All Groups 27.0 23.4

T able 2: Caste and Comm unit y P o v ert y Pro�le (% Belo w P o v ert y)

system. Figure 6 sho ws the p er capita mon thly income of forw ard castes liv-

ing in urban areas. It is easy to see that ma jorit y of p eople in forw ard castes,

despite their categorization of b eing so cially adv anced, liv e on less that $1 p er

da y .

As noted ab o v e, the classi�cation of castes in Indian as forw ard or bac kw ard

is a rather complex and con tro v ersial issue. There ha v e b een sev eral v arious

attempts at a uniform classi�cation system to use in classifying castes as forw ard

and bac kw ard. Giv en the di�eren t metho ds for classifying castes that ha v e b een

created and used in di�eren t scenarios, some castes are considered forw ard in

some states, and bac kw ard in others. As an example, the criteria that w as

adopted b y the Mandal commission for iden tifying bac kw ard classes is:

So cial

Castes/classes considered as so cially bac kw ard b y others. Castes/classes

whic h mainly dep end on man ual lab or for their liv eliho o d. Castes/classes

where at least 25 p er cen t females and 10 p er cen t males ab o v e the

state a v erage get married at an age b elo w 17 y ears in rural areas

and at least 10 p er cen t females and 5 p er cen t males do so in urban

areas. Castes/classes where participation of females in w ork is at

least 25 p er cen t ab o v e the state a v erage.

Educational

Castes/classes where the n um b er of c hildren in the age group of 5-

15 y ears who nev er attended sc ho ol is at least 25 p er cen t ab o v e

the state a v erage. Castes/classes where the rate of studen t drop-

out in the age group of 5-15 y ears is at least 25 p er cen t ab o v e

the state a v erage. Castes/classes amongst whom the prop ortion of

matriculates is at least 25 p er cen t b elo w the state a v erage.

Economic

Castes/classes where the a v erage v alue of family assets is at least

25 p er cen t b elo w the state a v erage. Castes/classes where the n um-

b er of families living in kucc ha houses is at least 25 p er cen t ab o v e
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Figure 5: Statewise Distribution of F orw ard Castes

the state a v erage. Castes/classes where the source of drinking w ater

is b ey ond half a kilometer for more than 50 p er cen t of the house-

holds. Castes/classes where the n um b er of households ha ving tak en

consumption loans is at least 25 p er cen t ab o v e the state a v erage.

Also kno w as Cream y la y er and this criteria of separation is ignored

b y the go v ernmen t whic h kno wn as the most con tro v ersial issue of

reserv ation.

W eigh tage

Of these three groups, separate w eigh tage w as giv en to indicators of

eac h group. A w eigh tage of three p oin ts eac h w as giv en to all the

so cial indicators. Educational indicators w ere giv en t w o p oin ts eac h.

And economic indicators w ere giv en one p oin t eac h. All castes whic h

had a score of 50 p er cen t or ab o v e b y applying the score w ere listed

as so cially and educationally bac kw ard and the rest w ere treated as

�adv anced.� [10 ]

Quotas

One metho d that the Indian go v ernmen t is using to increase so cial equalit y is

the implemen tation of quotas in go v ernmen t and educational situations. This

is kno wn as the reserv ation system in India, and it has brough t with it m uc h
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Figure 6: Distribution of Income of F orw ard Castes

con tro v ersy . The basic idea is to reserv e p ositions in these public and priv ate

institutions for a n um b er of underprivileged classes. A p ercen tage is reserv ed for

sc heduled castes, sc heduled trib es, and other bac kw ard castes in v arying prop or-

tion decided b y the Indian go v ernmen t. [11 ] This is designed to force an equal

represen tation of the underprivileged classes in public o�ces and educational

institutions. Figure 7 sho ws a distribution of Indian so ciet y based on sev eral

di�eren t surv eys along with the reserv ation for planned for eac h segmen t. It is

seen in this �gure that the bac kw ard classes mak e up the largest cross section

of so ciet y , and th us consequen tly ha v e the largest reserv ation planned. F orw ard

classes receiv e no sp ecial treatmen t in this area.

The reason that this system is con tro v ersial is ob vious. With underprivi-

leged castes holding a share of the quota for admission in to these public and

priv ate institutions, the forw ard castes ha v e more comp etition, ev en though

they themselv es ma y b e economically or so cially disadv an taged. Critics argue

that p ositiv e discrimination based on caste is ignoran t of man y other imp ortan t

factors that should factor in to a candidates abilit y to get these p ositions, suc h as

gender, economic conditions, geographical disparities, and the kind of sc ho oling

receiv ed. [11 ] Other critics argue that forcing a p ercen tage of bac kw ard castes

in to the sc ho ol system will dilute the o v erall qualit y of education receiv ed there.

In 2006, the Indian go v ernmen t prop osed increasing the quotas for public

and priv ate sc ho ols to reserv e 50% of admission to bac kw ard castes. [6] This w as

met with hea vy opp osition from studen ts, who w orried that this w ould mak e

it di�cult to b e admitted to these univ ersities. �Caste is quali�cation for few;

caste is disquali�cation for man y ,� sa ys Bhalc handra Mungek ar, an economist
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Figure 7: P opulation Distribution and Reserv ation

on India's Planning Commission. �A small, microscopic elite of Indian so ciet y

is determined to p erp etuate its monop oly o v er the privileges.� [6 ]

Prev en tion of A tro cities A ct and Protection of Civil Righ ts

A ct

T o help discourage the discrimination of lo w er castes, the Prev en tion of A tro c-

ities A ct and the Protection of Civil Righ ts A ct b oth mak e sp eci�c reference to

un touc habilit y . F or example, here is an excerpt from Protection of Civil Righ ts

A ct of 1955 regarding un touc habilit y:

Section 4 - Enforcing on the ground of un touc habilit y , an y disabilit y

with regard to (i) access to an y shop, public restauran t, hotel or

place of public en tertainmen t; or

(ii) the use of an y utensils and other articles k ept in an y public

restauran t, hotel, dharm shala, sarai or m usa�rkhana for the use of

the general public or

(iii) the practice of an y profession or the carrying on of an y o ccupa-

tion, trade or business (or emplo ymen t in an y job) or

(iv) the use of, or access to, an y riv er, stream, spring, w ell, tank, cis-

tern, w ater-tap or other w atering place, or an y bathing ghat, burial

or cremation ground, an y sanitary con v enience, an y road, or (pas-

sage, or an y other place of public resort whic h other mem b ers of the

public, or, ha v e a righ t to use or ha v e access to; or

(v) the use of, or access to, an y place used for c haritable or a public

purp ose main tained wholly or partly out of State funds or dedicated

to the use of general public or

(vi) the enjo ymen t of an y b ene�t under a c haritable trust created

for the b ene�t of the general public ; or

(vii) the use of, or access to, an y public con v ey ance; or
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(viii) the construction, acquisition, or o ccupation of an y residen tial

premises in an y lo calit y , whatso ev er; or

(ix) the use of an y dharmshala, sarai or m usa�rkhana whic h is op en

to the general public, or

(x) the observ ance of an y so cial or religious custom, usage or cere-

mon y or

(xi) the use of jew elery and �nery;

The prev en tion of A tro cities A ct is ev en more sp eci�c, sp ecifying the relief

pro vided to victims of crimes related to un touc habilit y:

(a) Murder of earning mem b er - Rs. 2 lakhs

(b) Murder of non-earning mem b er - Rs. 1 lakhs

(c) 100% incapacitation - Rs.1 lakh

(d) Sexual exploitation of a w oman - Rs.50,000/-

Discrimination con tin ues

Despite the go v ernmen t's mo v e to w ard eliminating negativ e caste based discrim-

ination, it still remains quite prev alen t in India. In mo dern urban areas, caste is

less visible, with in ter-caste marriages common. In fact, with the mo v e to w ard

mo dernization in cities lik e Bangalore, opp ortunities for lo w caste segmen ts of

so ciet y are b ecoming greater.

"I'v e nev er felt that b ecause of m y caste m y adv ertising business

has su�ered," sa ys Arun. "No one ev er asks me. It is not imp ortan t

in the cities lik e Delhi. It is commerce and trade that is imp ortan t

no w. Ev ery one w an ts to mak e money ." [8]

Ho w ev er, in rural areas, examples of brutal caste discrimination is common. F or

example, in 2006, the rap e/m urder of the Bhotmange family o ccurred. A brief

excerpt from an ti-caste.org:

The rap e/m urder of the Bhotmange family in Khairlanji village o c-

curred on Septem b er 29, but it w as only at the end of Octob er that

the story �rst brok e in the national press, under the ironic headline

�Just another rap e story .� There are h undreds of atro cities against

un touc hables and o v er a thousand rap es of un touc hable w omen of-

�cially rep orted ev ery y ear in Maharash tra state alone. And ho w

man y go unrep orted? As the Khairlanji lync hing itself migh t ha v e.

If it hadn't b een for t w o surviving blo o d relativ es who secretly wit-

nessed this public massacre, the case w ould nev er ha v e b een regis-

tered with the p olice: ev en no w, no one else will talk. [1]
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The family w as of the un touc hable caste, and w as attempting to ac hiev e up w ard

mobilit y b e sending their c hildren to sc ho ol and college. The family w as of the

Mahar caste, an adv anced un touc hable caste. They had b een �gh ting the caste

Hindu neigh b ors for y ears.

Surekha Bhotmanges' cousin had some ties to the p olice and to

the Congress part y organization. He w as using the little in�uence

he had to defend the family , and for that he w as b eaten up b y

a gang of lo cal men on Septem b er 3. Surekha and her daugh ter

Priy ank a, who had witnessed the b eating, b oldly iden ti�ed those

resp onsible to the p olice. Ov er three w eeks later, on Septem b er 29,

t w elv e men w ere �nally arrested, presen ted to a lo cal court, and

promptly released on bail. They w en t directly from the courtro om

to the Bhotmanges' h ut, leading a mob�on the pretext of punishing

Surekha for an extramarital a�air they claimed she w as carrying on

with the cousin she had sp ok en up for. This w as understo o d to b e a

legitimate co v er for their actions. In this case, as in so man y others,

w omen's oppression and caste oppression reinforced eac h other.

The village head, or sarpanc h, w as o�ciating. Some men called out,

asking p ermission to rap e the t w o w omen. Surekha and Priy ank a

w ere gang-rap ed for o v er an hour while Sudhir and Roshan w ere

hac k ed to death with axes. Then the w omen w ere killed and men

sho v ed stic ks in to their genitals. The b o dies w ere dump ed in to a

canal. This lev el of sa v agery , as un b eliev able as it sounds, is not

rare at all among the tens of thousands of cases of atro cities against

un touc hables rep orted across India ev ery y ear. [1]

F eelings in Mo dern India

Man y Indians feel that issues of caste are de�nitely a hindrance to so cial and

economic progression. Figure 9 sho ws the results of a p oll conducted on the

Indian p opulation. F rom this p oll, it can b e seen that 55% of the Indian p opu-

lation do indeed see the caste system as a barrier to so cial harmon y .

Figure 8: Surv ey - Economic Gro wth has Bene�ted Self and F amily? [2 ]
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Figure 9: Views on India T o da y [2 ]

Conclusion

Certainly , India has man y complex issues to w ork out to guaran tee its con tin ued

economic expansion. P o v ert y is still rampan t, p ollution m ust b e addressed, and

energy needs are b ecoming greater and greater. Ho w ev er, one of the biggest

hindrances to the sustained success of the Indian expansion is the caste system.

The ancien t caste system kno wn to India for thousands of y ears is still a strong

part of Indian life. It is �rmly em b edded in to man y asp ects of life, suc h as

religion, so cial organization, and career.

F or a long time, the econom y of India w as adapted to this this system. T o da y ,

ho w ev er, India is seeing a rapid gro wth in econom y as w ell as a greater exp osure

to di�eren t ideas in the w orld, and man y are �nding elemen ts of the caste system

to b e unsatisfactory . Certainly , the caste system is a great hindrance to the

widespread economic expansion of India. After all, ho w can an y so ciet y whic h

o�cially claims that more than half of its mem b ers are bac kw ard so cially exp ect

to see a widespread distribution of its w ealth? The oppression in India based on

caste is surely a great w a y to minimize so cial and economic mobilit y in India, as

it has done for cen turies b efore, and it is a barrier that m ust b e remo v ed b efore

the b ene�ts of economic expansion can b e enjo y ed b y all.

Slo wly , things are c hanging in India. In urban areas in India, caste is b e-

coming less of an issue in daily life. O�cially , the go v ernmen t condemns an y

negativ e discrimination based on caste, and man y of the educated mem b ers of

India so ciet y are w orking hard to ab olish the caste system. While these e�orts to

ab olish the caste system are a step in the righ t direction, it will unquestionably

tak e time to undo what to ok thousands of y ears to create.
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