Departmental Policies Regarding Capstone Projects 
in ME 492/3 
The Department of Mechanical and Materials Engineering has adopted the following policies regarding the appropriateness of student projects as capstone design projects.  This policy primarily affects competition-based projects such as SAE Mini Baja, SAE Formula, HPV, or similar competitions.  
Any student team that is proposing a competition-based project as a capstone project must submit a proposal to the Capstone Coordinator no later than September 30 on the academic year in which the project is to implemented.   The following issues must be addressed in the proposal:

1. Teams must identify 4 or 5 individuals enrolled in ME 491 to assume the role of design engineers.  Provide the names of the team members.  
2. Teams that propose building complex machines such as Mini Baja, Formula, or HPV must recruit a support team to help with the fabrication effort.  These individuals must be named in the proposal and some may apply for elective credits. There is no restriction on who can be on the support team but juniors and sophomores who plan to do a similar project for their senior year make good candidates.  Support team members need not be PSU students.
3. Teams must assess the total cost of the project and indicate their potential sources of funding.  One individual outside the design team must be recruited for fundraising.  Provide the name of the team’s fund-raising coordinator.
4. Teams must begin all their design activity in the beginning of the Fall term after a faculty advisor is assigned to their team.  Teams can do research regarding the project but the design decisions are not to be made before the formal start of the project.  

5. Teams must propose a competition deadline that is late enough to allow adequate time for the design process.  The earliest acceptable date is April 1st.
Note:  Capstone course students are not required to find their own projects.  Projects would be presented to the class in the Fall term.  If however,  you have a candidate project, contact the Capstone Coordinator for more detail.  Currently, the Capstone Coordinator is  Dr. Etesami (far@cecs.pdx.edu).
