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Google's secret thirst for power - Oregon Business

search...

ust can help you save

See how Energy Tr

money and lower your business’ energy
£ s - August 2010 Google's secret thirst for power
Google's secret thirst for power =
es - August 2010
Like 0

How much electricity does Google use to power

0810_ATS09 its servers in The Dalles?

You'll never find out from employees of the
search engine giant or from the utility officials

= who sell them the power, all sworn to secrecy
through nondisclosure agreements, Nor will you
find the answer within the frequently asked
questions section of Google’s web page for its
Oregon data center.

SOURCE: NORTHERNWASCO COUNTY PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT
much energy the data center uses, even as the
facility has made headlines on the front page

Times and raised the ire of Harper’s magazine in a March 2008 articla titlad

Word: Evil.” Oregon Business examined Google’s power usage in June but couldn’t get

specifics.

But the operating reports of the Northern Wasco County PUD tell the story that Google will not. In

pre-Google 2005, the PUD sold 242.4 million kilowatt-hours of electricity for $13.3 million. In post- |

Google 2009, the PUD sold more than twice as much energy, 592.4 million kilowatt-hours for $26.1
million..

242.4%x10° kWhe — 597 4% |p* LWhr

Highly unlikely. One of the subcategories in the PUD’s monthly and annual reports is for primary
service customers. In pre-Google 2005 there were five unidentified customers. In post-Google
2006-2009, there were six. Whoever it was, that new, unnamed customer certainly improved the
PUD’s bottom line. Primary service sales jumped from $1.4 million for five customers in 2005 to
$13.8 million for six customers in 2008. The Wasco PUD’s primary service category has grown
larger than total revenues were in 2005,

Coincidence?

Using good old-fashioned arithmetic, Google spends about $12.4 million per year on about 330
million kilowatt-hours of energy in The Dalles. That's enough to power 33,000 homes, or roughly
three cities the size of The Dalles.

BEN JACKLET

Email This Share on Facebook, Digg, etc.

this comment’s feed

And?

wrillan by John , August 03, 2010 1:25:45 pm PDT

The point is?

http://www.oregonbusiness.com/articles/83-august-2010/3861-googles-secret-thirst-for-power
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For five years Google has remained mum on how
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Narmed one of the top business
publications in the nation.
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BROWSE NEWS BY INDUSTRY

Seiect :

100 BEST MENU

¢ 100 Best Companies 2010

¢ 100 Best Green Companies 2010
* 100 Best 2009

o 100 Best Nonprofits 2009

¢ 100 Best Green Companies 2009
s 100 Best 2008
* 100 Best 2007
LATEST COMMENTS
The 2009 100 Best Companies List

It appears per the pie graph, companies, the top 100
to work for do not embrace diversity? go figure!

A big, hairy deal
Just revisited this article...this is my house that was
Sfeatured and I would do it all over again, still love
Gorilla Capital!!
Fruit stands crush farmers markets on price
Most of the produce at farmers markets is certified
organic or produced under the same guidelines,
Produce at roadside markets might be local but it's...

read more comments

LATEST FORUM POSTS

GOP blocks bill meant to promote
less outsourcing
S Emma Hall 9-28-2010

Can Icahn help Blockbuster recover

[ PRIV RIS S
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Work the previous problem using Mathcad:
(The variable subscripts here are called literal subscripts and are used strictly for naming purposes)

Keystrokes
By =2 R.1: 2* <pick Q from the Greek palette > <enter>
Ry = 6-Q R.2 : 6* <pick Q from the Greek palette> <enter>
Vy=3-V V.1 : 3*V <enter>
_ 1
eq T 1 R.eq:1/1/R.1 <space>+ 1/R.2 <enter>
— + —
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Capital Omega
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