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Profile
Rick Campbell plays violin, viola, and 
mandola in a wide range of styles from 
classical symphony and chamber music 
through acoustic jazz and bluegrass.  
He has recorded two acoustic vocal 
instrumental CDs, and has played
professionally as a member of the Tex 
Logan Band, several Peter Rowan 
bands, and the Hazel Dickens Band.

Rick with Michael Cleveland and 
Tex Logan after playing a triple 
fiddle set at Tex’s 85th birthday 
party in New Jersey, April 2012.

Education and major influences
Rick studied viola and played in solo, ensemble and classical symphonies 
through high school.  As a 20-year-old in Philadelphia, Rick did volunteer work 
with Agi Jambor, and was exposed to world-class musical excellence and an 
immense variety of music from around the world.  In college, he dabbled in folk 
fiddle styles and pursued a serious study of fingerstyle guitar, with sporadic
lessons from Eric Schoenberg.  From 1975 through 1979 he served as Tex
Logan’s daily practice back-up guitarist, and began playing professionally in a 
series of bands, primarily on string bass, occasionally on guitar and fiddle.  In 
1978 and 1979 he played in various bands with Tex Logan, Peter Rowan, Tony 
Trishka, Barry Mitterhoff and Hazel Dickens, and nearly made a living.  During 
graduate school in Seattle from 1979-1984, Rick played regularly with Barbara 
Lamb and informally with long-time friend Bryan Bowers.  During the following 
years in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, he played viola in the Keweenaw
Symphony, including one year as section principal, and fiddle in local bluegrass 
band The Bayside Boys.  Upon his return to the Northwest in 1996, Rick began 
a serious study of violin technique, including workshops and private lessons 
with Richard Greene, Darol Anger, and Enion Pelta.  On Richard Greene’s
suggestion, he embraced the discipline of the Bach Solo Violin literature and
Galamian method, with daily hour-long Bach workouts for ten years, with
lessons as needed.  During this period he recorded two CDs, played with the 
Oregon band Roundhouse, and in the first violin section of the Mt Hood Pops 
Orchestra.  Today his approach is more relaxed.  Rick often plays as a guest 
artist with old friends around the country and with his brother Dave, and he 
occasionally teaches workshops at The Wintergrass Youth Academy.


